WEST MARINE TO HOIST SAILS » A5

SENIORS DAY
AT RODEQ »

Even heavy rains could not dampen spirits on
Seniors Day in the Entertainment Pavilion at
the Galveston County Fair and Rodeo » A9
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West Marine to hoist sails on shop

n deck: Boat-
O ing is big in

the Clear
Lake area, home to 17
marinas and more than
7,000 slips. And it hasn’t
gone unnoticed by the
nation's largest specialty
retailer of boating sup-
plies and accessories.

‘Watsonville, Calif.,-
based West Marine is
charting the course for a
May 3-6 grand opening
of its newly remodeled
store, 1401 Marina Bay
Drive. Defying a tough
economy; the League
City retailer has done
well enough to double
in size.

At 25,000 square feet,
the store will boast the
largest high-tech marine
electronics selection
in Texas, West Marine
officials said. New
amenities also include a
“Fishing Shack” with a
local focus on saltwater.

The store also will in-
clude an on-site sailboat
rigging shop with an
expanded sailboat hard-
ware department and
an engine parts counter.
Nolan Vander-Haagen
is the store’s manageér.

Rooftop report: Could
it finally be hammer time
at Grand Cay Harbour
in Texas City? David
‘Weeldey Homes, the
primary builder in the
development, is expected
to obtain permits for the
first four houses in the

Galveston Penirisula
Partners is the devel-
oper. The 574-home
subdivision on 250 acres
where the Texas City
Dike meets the tide gate
a Moses Lake i nearly

Laura Elder is a reporter for
The Daily News. Biz Buzz ap-
pears Tuesdays and Thurs-
days. Email your tips and
suggestions to laura.elder@
galvnews.com.

a decade in the making.

Crews have been
busy in recent months
preparing the site for
development, which. .
is behind the tide gate,
meaning homes can be .
built on slabs instead of
stilts, an appealing pros-
pect to homebuyers.

Financial problems
and the economy
delayed the project for
years. In May 2010, the
project’s developer at
the time, Grand Cay
Harbour Ltd., filed for
Chapter 11 bankruptcy
protection from which
it has emerged under
new owners.

Orange you glad?
Frozen yogurt purveyor
Orange Leaf is plan-
ning an island franchise.
The Oklahoma-based
chain plans to scoot into
6606 Seawall Blvd., in
the space formerly oc-
cupied by Dippin’ Dots.

Orange Leaf, with
more than 115 stores, is
known for colorful store
interiors and deca-
dent flavors, including
“Birthday Cake” and
“Snickerdoodle’”

Look for the shop
to open by Memorial
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Day, which is May 28.
Dave Bridgwater, of
Joe Tramonte Realty,
represented Orange
Leaf in the lease trans-
action. Don Mafrige, .
who owns the shopping
center in which Orange

‘Leaf soon will be a ten-

ant, represented himself.

‘Who sells your favor--
ite frozen yogurt? Join
the Buzz Blog discus- .
sion, galvnews.com.

Lafitte feat: Develop-
ers transforming the
Jean Lafitte Hotel into
an 83-unit apartment
complex in the istand’s
downtown are report-
ing major headway. The
ITEX Group, which is
behind the development
called 2101 Church
Street Apartments, said
reconstruction of the
historic property is about
15 percent complete. The
apartments should be
ready for occupancy by
the year’s end.

But while there’s been
alot of work, there’s
very little to see, said
Chris Akbari, executive
vice president of The
ITEX Group. Most of
the work, which began
in December, has been
demolition and abate-
ment or has been sub-
surface, Akbari said.

The old plumbing,
duct work and even
elevators have been
removed, as such as all
lead-based paint and
asbestos, Akbari said.

“We have addressed
site drainage issues,
driven piles to provide
adequate structural
support and even raised
the ground floor by 12
inches to meet the 11-
foot elevation floodplain
requirement”

Financing for the
project comes from
several sources — $3
million from the sale
of historic tax credits
from a federal program
meant to encourage
preservation, $5 mil-
lion from a Community
Development Block
Grant administered for
disaster recovery after
Hurricane Ike struck
in 2008, a $2.8 mil-
lion Federal Housing
Administration-backed
loan from Davis Penn
and equity from The
ITEX Group.

The government
funding comes with

‘stipulations, including

that the developer set
aside 46 units for people
earning 80 percent

or less of the median
income.

re You Interested
In A Serious
Bible Study?

If so, please call or send your
name & contact information
(phone number and/or email) to:





